
Setting our sights on accessibility 
for the visually impaired
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Top 3 design tips to minimise bathroom fall risks 
for those with visual impairments:
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Every day, 250 people start to lose their sight across the UK.1 This is a problem that 
is made worse by poorly-designed homes and bathroom spaces.

The number of people in 
the UK living with sight 
loss2 is on the rise:

The biggest risk at home for those with sight loss is the bathroom: 

Both adults and children 
are affected by sight loss:

Use contrasting colours 
to define areas and 
accessories, with a 
minimum LRV (Light 
Reflectance Value) of 
30 points of difference 
between colours.

Create a defined level-access 
showering area that offers a 
high level of slip resistance, 
using AKW’s innovative 
Mullen® shower tray.

Include 30° narrow beam 
LED downlights over 
specific ‘task-based areas’ 
such as the shower, bath, 
basin or WC, as they deliver 
more ‘light where it is 
needed’ for the user.

UK houses don’t make life easy for those 
with disabilities:

In the UK, around 79% of people living with 
sight loss are over the age of 643

of those with disabilities 
have at least ‘some difficulty’ 
getting in and out of where 
they live5 

On average there are 8 hazards in this space, compared to 
7 on the stairs, and 4 in the kitchen6 

But there are over 25,000 visually impaired 
children aged 16 years and under4
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Flush to floor

Most common bathroom hazards are poor lighting, no grab rails and shower seats without arm rests


